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" Then let the master workman, having cold-hammered the blade
to a smooth and thin edge, thrust it into the fire of the cedarwood coals,
in and out, the while reciting the prayer to the god Bal-hal, until the
steel be of the colour of the red of the rising sun when he comes up over
the desert toward the east, and then, with a quick motion, pass the same
from the heel thereof to the point, six times through the most fleshy
portion of the slave's back and thighs, when it shall have become the
colour of the purple of the king. Then, if with one swing and one
stroke of the right arm of the master workman it severs the head of the
skve from his body, and display not nick nor crack along the edge, and
the blade may be bent round about the body of a man and break not, it
shall be accepted as a perfect weapon sacred to the service of the god
Bal-hal, and the owner thereof may thrust it into a scabbard of asses'
skin, brazen with brass, and hung to a girdle of camels' wool dyed in
royal purple."
SILVER AND GOLD
THE word silver is said to be of Basque origin. The metal is often
found in association with lead and copper, and when these are
smelted silver is usually obtained as a by-product* The Egyptians
brought it from Abyssinia and Nubia, the Phoenicians from Spain.
Until 1600 B.C., it was worth more than gold in Egypt, and articles of
gold were often silvered. Its use as money, according to a Chaldean
inscription, dates from 4500 B.C., and the Patriarch Abraham bought a
burial ground with it.
FIRST   TO  MINT   SILVER   COINS
The Etruscans were the first to mint silver coins, in 550 B.C.; their
example was followed by the Romans in 270 B.C. The Athenians
possessed silver mines in the Laurion Mountains of Attica and in
Epirus. In the Middle Ages the silver mines at Kremnitz in Austria,
which had been worked by the Romans, were reopened.
Rich deposits of silver were discovered in 1169 near Schneeberg, in
Germany, and in 1623 near Kongsberg, Norway. A veritable flood of
silver from the mines of Cerro de Potosi, in Bolivia, was distributed
through Europe by the agency of the Spaniards, and quickly lowered its
market value. Silver ha$ also been found in Australia in modern times,
and a nugget weighing nearly three tons was displayed by Canada at
the British Empire Exhibition in 1924.
"SILVER"   THAT   IS  NOT   SILVER
German silver, sometimes called nickel silver, is an alloy of copper,
zinc and nickel. It was discovered by Gritner in 1812. The so-called
** silver paper** used for wrapping cigarettes and sweets is usually
aluminium foil, lead foil, or tin fcaL There is nothing silver about it
other thaa the aarae.